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both showed in after years good qualities and mat keel ability.
When at the age of forty Maria Maddalena died, htt son
Feidinand and his sister Maria Ciistina were twenlj-onc,
her sons Giovanni Carlo, Mattias, Francesco, and Leopold
were respectively twenty, eighteen, seventeen, and fourteen,
her daughter Margherita was nineteen, and her daughter
Anna fifteen years old. As in the Boboh gardens one sits in the
long pergola (now so empty and deserted) which is always
associated with her memory, it inevitably arouses a vision
of the past as one is drawn to think of how different it must
have looked in Maria MaddalenaJs day, when thronged with
the gay crowd of young people whom she and her t\\o elder
sisters-in-law gathered round them in the first years after her
marriage, or later on with the brilliant embroideries and
brocades of the gorgeously dressed retinue (pictured for us in
the gallery hard by) who followed her in the days of her
Regency, or again with the joyous groups of her young sons
and daughters and their numerous companions who sur-
rounded her in the last few years of her life.

Their mother's funeral being over, Mattias and Francesco
again prepared to proceed northwards, and as Gustavus
Adolphus was threatening to cross the Alps and bring the
war into Italy, these two brothers in 1632 started ftoni
Florence with money, arms, and two regiments supplied by
Tuscany to assist against him, and to learn war in Germany
under the great Wallenstein. Soon afterwards, however, the
whole aspect of affairs was changed by the battle of Lutzen
in November 1632, at which Guslavus Adolphus was killed,
and Richelieu's pride for a time humbled. In this same year
Ferdinand's twin sister Maria Cristina died in August, at
the age of twenty-two, at the villa of Poggio Imperiale, the
favourite residence of this generation of the family,21

Meanwhile Francesco della Rovere II, Duke of Urbino,
at length died at the age of eighty-two. The Papal troops at
once took possession of Urbino, almost before the breath was
out of his body; while the Emperor Ferdinand fl was too